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Early Jan. 26 Guatemalan government spokespersons said 1,000 people may be trapped between
lava flows in the foothills of the Pacaya Volcano, which erupted for the second time in four days
on the afternoon of Jan. 25. Three separate lava flows and a cloud of ashes were observed in the
area, located south of Guatemala City. Rescue teams were sent to assist an estimated 1,000 residents
of the village of Caracol, after another 3,000 inhabitants of other villages in the area had arrived
in Concepcion del Cerro, about 27 km. south of Guatemala City. Caracol is the largest of a dozen
villages in the foothills of the 2,754 meter volcano. Hours later a military spokesperson said the
villages had been deserted, and that all inhabitants managed to escape. At least 15 persons were
injured by stones launched into the air by the volcano. Rescue team coordinator David Aguilar said
although the lava did not completely surround Caracol, most homes were destroyed and many cattle
died. The volcano erupted for the first time last Wednesday, causing several injuries. (UPI, 01/26/87)
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